
A Cup of Tea – Katherine Mansfield 

Katherine Mansfield (1888 – 1923), best known for her mastery of the short story form, was 

born in Wellington, New Zealand as Katherine Mansfield Beauchamp. She’s recognized for 

revolutionizing the modern English short story. She enjoyed a comfortable childhood as part of a 

well-to-do family. A serious student of the cello, she first expected that music would be her 

career. Still, she found the colonial Edwardian atmosphere stifling and was inspired by rebels 

like Oscar Wilde. 

 The 1920 collection Bliss and Other Stories (1920) followed by The Garden Party and 

Other Stories (1922) sealed her reputation as a master of the short story form. The Dove’s Nest 

and Other Stories (1923) and Something Childish (1924) were published after Mansfield’s 

untimely death. 

Modernist Short story Writer: 

 She is one the best representatives of modernist short story writing. Virginia Woolf 

herself admitted to Mansfield that she was jealous of her writing 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 


